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A g che tka $ higheſt Ambien in 
the following Pages, is by manifeſ- 


tation of the truth, to commend himſelf to 
every mans conſcience, in the ſight of Gop; 
ſo he vill be ſorry, if any thing has eſcaped 
him that may offend the Generation f 
| Gop's Children. If they can fer their 
ſeal to theſe truths, and find a witneſs in 

- themſelves, no further vindication will be 
needful; as the reſt of the world can be . 
no more than negative evidences, which 


- prove” nothing, John i ix. 29, We know © 


+ not from whence he is. That the ſpirit of 


truth, may guide us into all truth; and 
"unite all our hearts to fear his name, and 
to ſtrive together for the faith, and puricy | 
of the Goſpel, is the ape of oney 4 mot 
«op ot the frat oy 8 


 Jenrman IX. 3. 


But to ore not valiant for the Truth apo 
| the Earth, | 


Jo 


\HE royal Plalmiſt once vented his niert in bitter 
accents : they have driven me out from 
in the. inheritance. of the Loan. He thoughe 

the very ſparrows happy, for their nearneſs to 
Gop's altars. But now the tables are turned, and the 
houſe of Gop become a den of thieves: their | ini» 
quities full, and ruin at the door. And. now, the 
weeping Prophet, long accuſtomed to grief, beholding 
the crying abominations in Jeruſalem, and ſeeing her 
deſtruction approaching ;- wiſherh for ſome lonely cot- 
tage, where he might weep in ſecret places, for their 
pride and ſecurity : not that he was afraid for himſelf, 

(for he had a promiſe that the enemy ſhould entreat 
im well in the time of evil) but = he might not 


fee the evils that were about to come on his people: 
and eſpecially, that his righteous ſoul, as of a true Lot, 


might not be, vexed, from day to day, with their un- 
awful deeds. He in effect faith, Oh ! that I had wings 
ike a dove, for then would I fly away and be at reſt. 
To] then wopld J wander far af, * remain in the 
of wilderneſs, 


of - 
— — — 
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. I would haſten my eſcape from the windy | 
ſtorm and tempeſt. The holy land is become a weari- 
ſome place; ſee the hideous catalogue of fins, 1 in Jery- 
ſalem, El. xxii. and 1 in our hagen. 3 


4 


We are now to conſider a negative Artidle in the 


indictment, brought in againſt the once faithful City. 


But they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth, 
Some may think there is a metofis in the words; and 
that it is hinted, as if they oppoſed, contradifted, and 
blaſphemed the truth. But we abide by the letter; the 
charge runs high, and we are ſure that the judgment 
of Gop is according to truth; yet the point is not 
ftrained to that degree. It doth not ſay, they oppugn, 
hate, and fight againſt the truth; or privily bring in 
damnable hereſies, denying the Loxp that bought 


them; and pervert the words of the living Gop : or 
that they rack their wits, by falſe gloſſes, and flouriſhes 
of rhetorick, to hide the truth, and corrupt men, from 
the ſimplicity chat is in Chriſt: nor that they turn 
away from the truth, and turn to fables, as men that 
catinot endure found doctrine; nor yet that they de- 
ride ſerious Godlineſs, mock the meſſengers of God, 
miſuſe his prophets, inſiſting upon their miniſter's letting 

alone the ſelf- denying doctrines of grace; prophecying 
ſmooth things and deceits, and cauſing the holy one 
of Iſrael to ceaſe from before them: neither is it ſaid, 
that, when © truth was fallen in the ſtreets,” they 
trampled on it, in contempt and enmity to it: but 
they did not beſtir themſelves in her cauſe ; nor to 
ſtay that glory when departing from Hrael, , 


They ſeem to be of catholick rempers, great N 
ration and indifference in the cauſe of truth. Laodj- 
cean like; neither cold nor hot: If truth be run down, 


Valbur for the Tub. @& 


their honoyr, eaſe, or worldly intereſt in her defence: 
If their miniſter teaches the way of Gop in truth, 


they are content, but if not, it gives them little or no 


concern. They tamely ſubmit to let truth go for the 
ſake of peace and = 


; they muſt fleep in a whole 
ſkin, and avoid perſecution; truth may 142 for itſelf, 

they are for peace, nor will they break charity. with, 
any may, upon ſo ſmall a point as that true grace, of 
Gop, wherein believers ſtand ; nor do they think the 
faith duce delivered to the ſaints worth contending 


about. Think not ſtrange, that a mere negative ſhould 
run ſo high; Gop ſeeih not as man ſeeth; ſee the 


laſt ſentence proceeding upon negatives, Matt. xxv. 42. 
They are not then fellow-helpers to the truth; and is 
is all ove. to them, whether the cauſe of truth ſink 2 


ſwim; they ate too candid to break. charity upon 


putable points: as e. g. whether Chriſt be Gop over 


all bleſſed forever more; or a meer man: or whether 


we are ſaved by the righteouſneſs of Ghrift, or ous 
own: whether we enter by Chriſt the only door, into 
the.. heayenly, ſheepfold,, or like thieyes and robbers 
climb'up fome other way; whether Chri/? died for our 
ſins, or is dead in vain: And whether we fruſtrate 
the grace of God, or ſay that mercy {hall be built up 
forever. Theſe, with the people in the text are but 
indifferent things; or perhaps they invented the mean, 


made a garment of Linen and Woollen, forbidden by 


the law, i. e. halved the matter between the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt and their own; and thought if they 
went about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, Chriſt 
would ſatisfy for their defects. This Paul calls an- 
other Goſpel, Gal. i. 6. which he ſays, is not another, 


i. e. no Goſpel at all, and upon this: footing Cbriſt 


would proſit them nothing. 


: 'This made Paul wax warm. I would they were 
| _ ©* even cut off that troudle you. But it is 


well known 
nor 


x © 4- i. p 5 
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he was 2 cham for the truth, deux 26alous fat | 
the doctrines of Gas and valiant for the truth pal 
the earth. And ſo tranſported, as to expoſe himſel to 
1 in her cauſe; and would ſay as Acts xx. 2 

t none of theſe things move me, neither 1. 1 


my life dear unto myſelf, ſo chat I might finiſh my 


courſe with joy, and the miniſt which T have re- 
ceived of the us eſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of Gov.” This dividing between Chri/t and 
the Law, was this policy of the judaizing teachers, 
Gal. vi. 12. to keep in with the infidel , lezws, and 
avoid perſecution; and which put an end to their 
debates, and cordially united theſe profeſſors of Chriſt, 
wich them that called /t e 80 the falſe 
mother will have the living. child divided! It it be 
neit her mine nor thine ; Vut divide it. 1 Kings, in. 26. 
Satan would compound ſo: for he knows if he has 


Bel, he ſhafl have all ; ſince Chriſt vill endure no 


Foal.” But we proceed to conſider, age . 
M0 What is, truth ; an? what it is 0 be Pata | 
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| Fiſt What in en and ha obe Valiant for it? 


III Pilate! ſbesid aſk, as Jobe wil 38. "What i. 

ruth? We ſhould ſuſpect him to banter; or at leaſt 
not to wait for an anſwer, However Jet even a Pilate 
de told char the faithful and true witneſs came to 
bear witneſs unto the Truth; and that every one that 


| TM ORG hear his voice It the judges of 


the 


— — — —— 
” ©. 


ere eee eee eee 


. Palour for the Tub. 
the land ſhould aſk what is truth, the reply is, Jaſtice, 


or the true ſtate of the caſes before them. Then to 


be valiant for the truth muſt denote unſhaken con- 
ſtancy, exact impartiality, uncorrupted integrity and 
faithfulneſs, in adminiſtring judgment in uprightneſs. 
'Theſe heroes in the cauſe of juſtice, will not know 
faces; will ſhake their hands from holding of bribes 
with diſdain and indignation : will be the tools of no 
man's malice, will defend the poor from him that is too 
ſtrong for him; ſuffering neither themſelyes nor others 
to frame -miſchief by a law. Such judges, however 
deſpiſed, are a greater glory and ſtrength to any land. 
than the braveſt generals at the head of mighity armies, 


. But what is Truth purely evangelical, which the holy 
Spirit is promiſed to guide us into? When he comes to 
convince of in, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment; to 
open and apply the written word, and open our under- 
ſtandings to receive it; what do we then know by the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, in the knowledge of 
Chriſt, more than others? when in Gop's light we 
ſee light, and receive the knowledge of his will, in all 
wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding; what do we find 
in the BISLE any more than before? And what is 
that wiſdom of the juſt; known and juſtified of ail her 
children? We reply, the true Grace of Gov, or 
the truth as it is in Jeſus ; the ſpirit and life of the 


words of Chriſt ; when the Lox» opens our eyes, es 


"behold wondrous things out of his law, as the eyes of 
Hagar were opened to ſee the well of water- which 
was there before; we ſee no other wells of falyation 
but thoſe dug by our Lor“ Redeemer, and very plain 
in the written word: And while the unenlightened, 


N Aike {/-ae/, deſpiſe the pleaſant land, and believe not 


his word, we receive his teſtimony, and ſet to: our ſeal 
that Gop is true. And one thing we know, that 
"whereas we were once blind now we ſee ; and have 


the witneſs in ourſelyes, * the precious truths of a 


% v 


deſpiſed | 
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deſpiſed Goſpel ? And thoſe things of the ſpirit of 
Gop, which the natural man receiveth not; and which 
are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, 
becauſe ſpiritually diſcerned; even theſe become plain 
to them that underſtand, and right to them that find 
knowledge : and this real knowledge is the ground of 
that unfeigned faith of Gop's elect, which purifies 


their hearts, worketh by love, and makes them obey 


the truth through the Spirit, 


The Holy Spirit firſt wounds, then heals; ſhews 
the ſtrictneſs and extent of the divine law and Majeſty 
of the law-giver : and hereby is the knowledge of fin 
as againſt Heaven, exceeding ſinful, And not only 
that our actual tranſgreſſions are more than the hairs 
of our head; but that our nature is ſin, full of 0 

t 


and inbred corruption, till we are carried back wi 


repenting David, P/al. li. 5. to confeſs our native guilt 
and pollution; and we are fully convinced that the 
Lord Jeſus knew what was in man, Mark vii. 21, 22. 
and we find ourſelves with the reſt of the world, under 
fin, and guilty before Gop : And after all our ſtruggles 
to help and cleanſe ourſelves; we find our caſe, like 
that of the poor woman, that ſpent all ſhe had, even all 
her living, upon phyſicians, and was nothing better, but 
rather grew worſe; and mult yield to the BrBLE, that 
all our power is gone, and that there is none ſhut up 


or left. Piteous condition! And what makes the mat» 


ter ſeem ſtil] more deplorable, is, that we have nothing 
to recommend us to divine mercy, but as Rev. iii. 17. 
Wretched, miſerable, poor and blind, and naked. No- 
thing now to ſave from utter deſparation, but a rumour 
we have heard of the great king of Iſrael, as a merciful 
king; and that Chriſt came to fave the chief of linners. 


Hark! from between the Cherubims over the mercy 
feat ſounds out the word of Gop. I will have merey 


en whom J will have mercy, and I will have anale, 


| 
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on whom I will have compaſſion. Glad tidings !- who 
can tell what unmerited mercy may do? My fin has 
abounded, but may not mercy” ſuperabound ? Now 
ſo far convinced, we yield to divine. ſovereignty 
when it is our intereſt, | >, | 


Let the great benefactor then, do what he will 
with his own; without being controuled by filly 
worms. Which we could never endure before. One 
unſurmountable obſtacle yet appears in our way. How 
ſhall mercy be diſplayed to God's 'honour ! inflexible 
juſtice, and a fiery law are full againſt us. It pleaſes 
Gop to reveal his Son in us, as the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs; peace is preached by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and a new and living way opened to us, into the holieſt 
of all, by his blood. Here is Glory ro Gop, peace 
and good will to men; and a perfect harmony among 
the divine attributes, in our redemption through his 
blood. A remedy for all our maladies; we no more 
wrangle about the doctrine of imputed fin, or of impu- 
ted righteouſneſs; we confer not with fleſh and blood, 
but venture our eternal all' upon his ſatisfaction: and 
by experiencing efficacious grace in ſanctification, and 
a faith of the operation of Gop, we find that Chri/Þ 
can make willing, in the day of his power, without 
offering the leaſt violence to the natural freedom of 
the will. Being thus, by abundant mercy, begorten 
again unto a lively hope; and faſting that grace given 
us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began; we are 
pleaſed with the doctrine of the election of grace, and 
to grace and glory; nor would we part with one link | 
in that golden chain of ſalvation. Rom. viii. 29, 30. 
And when Gon ſhews his covenant, as to them | that 
fear him, Pſal. xxv. 14. As David ſaw it, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
Everlaſting, ordered in all things and ſure ; ratified and 
ſealed in the blood of Chriſt ; and ſtanding on thoſe 
two immutable pillars, Gop's word and oath. And 
add to theſe the interceſſion of tae mediatot of the 
B 2 8 uc 
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next copenant; and promiſe io keep all his ſheep, and.» 
raiſe them up at the laſt day ; upon ſuch like grounds 
we are led to admit the written word; that whom 


Chriſt loyeth he loveth to the end. And they are 


preſeryed in Chriſt Jeſus, and kept by the power of 
Gov, through faith unto ſalvation :' the gift ts and calling 
of God are without repentance. 


And this appears to us a doctrine e to 
godlineſs ; while we find that all our hopes, that the 
good part ſhall never be taken from us, make us more 
diligent and watchful to keep ourſelves in the love of 
Go, and to run for the prize; while we look for the 
mercy of the Lord 45 % Chriſt ta eternal life, Thus 
are we led by the Holy Spirit into the light and love 
of the truth, as a pearl of great price; an invaluable 
treaſure hid in the goſpel field. We then buy the 
truth, but not to ſell it again: the truth known and 


believed will make us free from the bondage of fin, 


The Loxp hath ſet apart him that is godly for him- 
ſelf ; they are witneſſes for Gop and his truth ; and 
he ſets them to defend, atteſt, maintain and viadicate 
his truth, name and honour in the world; his true 
church is a pillar and a ground of truth, to hold it 
forth to be known and read of all men. Tbey are 
not aſhamed of this Goſpel of Chriſt, which is the 
power of God unto ſalvation to every one that be- 
lievetb. Gop hath not given them the ſpirit of fear, 
but of power, of love, and of a ſound mind; being 


redeemed from the earth, they have their Father * 
name written in their foreheads, 


As Ifrael in Egypt by ſprinkling the blood of the | 
paſchal lamb on the lintel and fide poſts of the houſe, 
where they were ſheltered ; openly declared that they 


truſted ſolely in that typical blood of ſprinkling, 54 


protection from the angel of death: ſo do belieyers 
openly profeſs Chriſt as their only ſecurity from de. 
ſerved wrath, Hence a e reſolution to abide by 


Chriſt 2 
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Chriſt and defend his truth, from whence they derive 


all their hopes; Miniſters of this ſort will uſe 
plainneſs of ſpeech in declaring the teſtimony of Gon; 
even though they ſhould be counted enemies for tellii 
the trutb. When the true evangelical Urim 
3 anſwering to the words, Manifeſtatian and 
Truth, 2'Cor, iv. 2. are witch his holy ones by office; 

like true ſons of Levi, they will not know their own 
children, or fathers houſe, they will know no man after 
the fleſh, not ſeeking to pleaſe men to their ruin ; but 
to preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, 


They will openly ſhow the abſolute neceſſity of 

eration by the Spirit of Gop; and that there is 
no real holineſs but by a vital union to Chriſt by faith; 
and that of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a* 
bramble · buſi gather they grapes; though never ſo 
well cultivated. Of this ſort were they, Rev. xii. 1 1. 
that avercame by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their teſtimony, AS Macs 


\ » Secondly. The need of this Valour. 

It is upon the earth, where the truth has in all ages met 
with oppofition; the world has always been againſt Chriſt : 
the very friendſhip of the world is enmity with Gop : 
If the world hate you (ſays Chriſt) ye know that it 
hated me before it hated you. Hence the church on 
earth is repreſented as militant, terrible as an army 
with banners. Solomon's bed, Cant. ii. 7. denoting 
that truth and grace wherein Chriſt cauſeth his flock 
to reſt at noon ; has threeſcore valiant men about it, 
of the valiant of Iſrael, all ready to wield the ſword of 
the ſpirit, in defence of the truth. Let all that know 
the hearts and temptations of goſpel miniſters, read 
Exel. zd and zd chapters, and Jer. 15th chapter, and 
ſay if they, in ſpecial, don't need this valour; to keep 
them from that fear of man which bringeth a ſnare : - 
Jud that they may be pure e enen 


- 


14 Valaur for: the Trath. 5 
2s having never wittingly ſhunned to declare the whole 


counſel of Gop. How could an Iſaiah deliver that 


awful meſſage, chapter vi. till he ſaw his glory and 
ſpake of him? 27 it is not likely that the dragon will ſee 


bis —.— totter, and himſelf fall as lightuing from 


heaven, and not be wroth with the woman, and go to 


make war with the remnant of her ſeed that keep 
the commandments of Gop, and the faith of Jets, 
Rev. xii. 17. See Eph. vi, 10, on to verſe 20. 


 Thirdhy., A brief illuſtration, more ede of one 
of the truths previouſly opened. 


As the learned and pious Dr, Owen, and all divine of 
thac ſtamp, juſtly look. upon the doctrine of our original 
guilt and depravity, aot only as the foundation of all the 
other doctrines opened above, but as fundamental to all 
the ſaving knowledge of Gop : We ſhall propoſe one 
argument among many, to prove that we all by nature 
are the children of wrath in a two-fold ſenſe, vi. 
wrathful, and expoſed to wrath ; or guilty before Gop 
with the reſt of the warld, and depraved in all our 
powers. Argument. Infants are ſinners, guilty and 


polluted ; or they cannot be ſaved in any way point- 


ed out in our BIBEL E. John xiv, 6. Jeſus ſaith 
unto him, I am the way and the truth, and the li fe, 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me. Acts iv. 12. 
Neither is there ſalvation in any other * for there is 
none other name under heaven given am men, whereby 
we muſt be ſaved. Rom. v. 19. e obedience of 
one ſhall many be made r1 io bteous. Vere is all the way 
ſo much as blated 1 in the BtslL x, che only door of hope, 
but Chriſt did not bleed for innocents; he did not 
come by water and blood to make atonement for inno- 
cent beings, and to waſh them that were clean already. 
« Chriſt is not dead in vain, he came to ſeek and to 
ſave that which was loſt,“ and diſplay his great 
mercy in delivering poor ſouls from the lowelt hell, 
But then it muſt te only ſuch as le law in * 


| 
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He comes to deliver priſoners out of priſon, and 
them that ſit in darkneſs out of the priſon · houſe, i. e. 
from ſpiritual ſlavery to ſin and ſatan. But did he ſhed 
the blood of the covenant that thereby he might ſend 
forth thoſe that were neyer there, out of that pit 
wherein is no living water? it is contrary one would 
think to common ſenſe, to ſuppoſe that Chriſt came 
to raiſe up ſuch as were not fallen; and if thei dif 
obedience of the firſt Adam is not imputed to infants, 
the righteouſneſs of the ſecond Adam need not be 
imputed ; and they can never join the ſongs of the 
church triumphant. «4 Thou haſt redeemed us unto 
« Gop by thy blood,” c. All the utenſils Chriſt 
brought with him, were Water and Blood, adapted to 
our fin and miſery, exhibited in the two comprehenſive 
benefits, juſtification, and ſanctification; repreſented in 
the two ſacraments, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 
But what has ſuch. a Phyſician to do with:them that 
are whole, and have no need? And why, conſiſtent with 
common ſenſe; were infants circumciſed among the Jews, 
to cut off the body of the fins of the fleſh, if they had no 
ſin ? If he cannot be clean that is born of a woman, and 
that which is born of the fleſh is fleſb, i. e. corrupt, then 
circumciſion is rational, and the fountain opened for fm 
and uncleanneſs was neceſſary for them. And why do 
we waſh them in the laver of baptiſm ? durſt we deny 
original fin, and yet fay to Chriſt, if thou waſh them nor 
they can have no part with thee? But if we allow that 
our firſt Father, after he had ſinned, begat a Son in his 
own: likeneſs, as oppoſed to that moral image of Gon, in 
which he had been created; and that Gop hath made 
of this one, now tainted blood, all nations of men, then 
infants may reaſonably be baptized to waſh away their 
fins in the fountain of the blood and Spirit of et 
Chriſt, How conſiſtently can we deny original guilt and 
depravity, and yet pray for infants at their baptiſm, or 
any other time? It muſt be to this effec. 
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0 Lob, The chuniie mercy bike , irr beget- 
| ting my child! again to a lively hope, or | 
may ſave it, through the! jnflutrars.of rhe! Holy 5 

for it need not he born again; and is in 0 danger of 


periſhing . I do not implore thy be Aer in = 
child's ſoul, from the loweſt 


T bn feroen and ſecure it? I aſk not TD. 


it, in the goſpel Javyer, for it has no ſin, nor unclean» 
— Ido not aſk chat it may be baptized with the 
Holy-Ghoſt-as-with fre;for — refining: nor 
that Chriſt would come to ſeek and ſave it, for it is not 
Joſt: nor that it may be juſtified by the blood of u, 
For it is under no condemnation. The child at 


| thas no occaſion for the unmerited mercy of the Father, 


the grace and righteouſneſs of the Son, nor of the ſanc- 


tifying influences of the Holy Ghoſt, or to be (like 


Lahn the Baptiſt). filled therewith from his mother's 
womb, - The. 5 has no ſpot nor blemiſh any more 
than a clean piece of Paper, and fo needed not that Chriſt 
ſhould give himſelf for it, that he might ſanctify and 


cleanſe it with his own blood. And it is my opinion 


with ſome of our wiſe and learned writers, to fruſtrate 


the grace of God, and that Chriſt is dead in vain, in re- 


ſpect to infants. _ I pray that Juſtice may take place; | 
and the child may be ſaved by the old covenant 3 as it 
cannot conſiſtently enter by the door into the heavenly 
beeptel may y it be helped to climb up ſome other way. 
h_— — that he that made it, 
would be ſo juſt as tokeep'it from bodily pain, at leaſt til 
it is old enough to commit ſonte Sin to deſerve it; and 
that it may nor be wronged vor puniſhed while innocent. 


For in uh my eise ib bot 8 Inle'wanded, 


| akin) I confider how death and the miſeries of this life 


[ have reigned from Adam to Moſes, and in all ages over 
chem that had not ſinnet actually after the ſimilitude 


of Adam's tranſgreſſion. But when 1 obſerve the in - 
A oo od Gomorrah ; of Mow 
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 falein, ke. involved with their parents, in the over- 
' - whelming vengeance, of an incetiſed, bur righteous 
| Governor; I am ready to fay, in ſome ſerious hours 3 


who ever periſhed being innocent? Will Gop ſlay a 


righteous nation ? Is Gob unrighteous who taketh 


vengeance? Shall not the Jugge of all the earth do 


right? And 10 fay a juſt Gop puniſhes innocent 


beings, as fathetly chaſtiſements; ſeems to me ſometimes 
to make the matter more dark and- incomprehenſible 
And I can no more fee through it, thau the peculiar _ 


notion of ſome writers, that Chriſt ſhed not his blood 
to make atonement for our ſouls : but that a holy and 


juſt Gop delivered up his Son to death; neither for 


any fin of his own, or ours, but, in all reſpects inno- 


cCeent, to manifeſt his juſtice, holineſs and hatred of fin ;; 


that men might fear to commit it. But it has ſome- 


times occurred to my mind, that this notion tends ra- 


ther to make us fear innocency, and by no means is 


compatible with the wiſdom, juſtice and holineſs o 


Go. So that I ſtagger ſometimes in my opinion; 
or in denying; with Dr. Taylor, the divinity and ſatiſ- 
faction of Chriſt, aud am almoſt petſwaded to believe 
that God hath laid on Chriſt the iniquities of us all; 


_ - and that his own ſelf, bare dur fins, in his on body on 
the tree. If infants might be free from all bodily, pain 


and death, till they arrive to moral agency, and actual 


fit ; and they might be kept from ſhewing ſuch early 
inclinations to evil; our notion of original fin would 


not appear ſo uncertain and imbarraſſed. Honeſtly 
ſpoken. I would that all that ſtumble at the word of 
race, were thus open and ſelf conſiſtent. 6 
. | 


But if the Fall brought mankind into a ſtate of Sin and 
Miſery, the Goſpel Salvation is as open to infants as to 


others. Both free and efficacious Grace may reign 
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II belongs to thoſe. that deny original Sin, to find ſome 


other ladder, beſides that of Jacobs which is Chriſt, 
Jobn i. 52. upon which Angels can deſcend to feteh 
thoſe infant Lazaruet into Abraham's boſom. It may 
ferve to corroborate this ſcheme of divine trath, that it 
reeth with the experience of all penitent believers, from 
hel to this day. Wiſdom is, and ever has been juſtified 
of her children. And Angels, that are Miniſters to them _ 
that ſhall be heirs of Salvation, are entirely in it. How 
ready were the Cherubims to guard by a flaming ſword, 
the paſs to the old tree of lite ; leſt a filly race by a vain 
\preſumption ſhould think to live by the firſt covenant; 
But when the Tabernacle was formed according to the 
divine pattern ſhewed to Moſes in the mount; and after- 
wards, the Temple. the pattern of which wes given by 
the Spirit to David ; both ſhadows of -good things to 


come; in them the cherubims of glory ſhadowing the 


mercy ſear, and Jooking with complacency upon it, ſhewed 
how they deſired to look into this way of Salvation, by 
faith in his blood, and learn by the Church the manifold 
wiſdom of Gop. There is joy in the preſence of the 
Angels of Gop over one Sinner that repenteth; and 
they are much more elevated, in ſublime praiſes, to ſee 
ſuch Glory to God, in this peace and good will to 
men; than for all the wonders of the old creation; when 
the morning ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons of God 


ſhouted for joy. And the ſcriptures are ſo plain and full 


to all theſe doctrines of divine Grace; that as the learned 


Dr. South, in his ſmart manner, ſpeaks of our Redemp- : 
tion by. purchale, the Scriptures muſt be crucified as well 
as Chri/t, to put any other tolerable ſenſe upon the ex. 


preſſions. And all the oppoſition to theſe great points, 
in all Ages, proceeds upon the plan. of that maſter of 


Iſrael, John iii. 9. How can theſe things be: Proud 


reaſon, unſanctified, ever did, and will ſtumble at the word. 
Bat ſhall the diſciples of _ Lord's day, who _ 
« his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of-th 

Father, full of grace and truth; ſhall they —_— 
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their Saviour, becauſe the wiſe and learned knew nor 
from whence he was? Shall we conclude it cannot be day 
beecauſe ſomè of the feathered tribe cannot ſee to fly? 


Moyreover, for you it is ſafe: for while you go an 
.in every duty, in the ſtrength of divine grace; and make 
mention of + righteouſneſs of Chriſt, even of eng. 
as your plea for acceptance, you are in no danger, ſor 
this only miſtake (as ſome may call it) via. ſaying “ in 
the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” But on 
the other hand, if you are right in this ſcheme of trutb, 
then, according to your principles, thoſe that deny theſe 
doctrines do in vain weary themſelves to find the only 
door of hope: and if they, like the infidel Jews, being 
ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about tds, 
.eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, never ſubinit to tihbe 
righteouſneſs of Gop : How awful the though!!! 
What if by climbing up ſome other way, they rack 40 
all their wits to rob Gop of his glory, he deſigned | | 
in our redemption by Chri/t / | ; x 


Wat if ſatan ſhould preſent himſelf, with the ſops 
of God in our ſolemn affemblies; and there hear 
miniſters in earneſt endeavouring to pull down Ejs 
ſtrong holds, by mere moral ſwaſion, inſtead of the 
teſtimony of Gop; inſiſting upon holineſs of heart and 
life, without union to Chriſt, and to reſiſt and vanquiſh 
the Devil, without the grace and righteouſneſs of him, 
that came to deſtroy his works ; perhaps they might 
me. ion ſometimes the name of Su, as a meer ſound ; 
and vouch in St. Paul, as full to their purpoſe ; what 
would that cunning ſpirit think of ſuch preaching.2 
that ſtrong man armed has never yet trembled before 
any but the Lyon of the tribe of Judah, who is ſtron- 
ger than he, In this reſpect he will be pleaſed. to 
find the doctrines he hates ſo deſpiſed, and his power 
ſo well maintained; but ſuch is his pride and ſelf- _ 
ſufficiency ; will he not contemn the feeble attempt? 
and ay, Zeſus I know, and Pau“ ] know, but who are ye? 4 
' 5 1 Improvemen :. 
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Improvement. eee 


50, This dodtrine gives no good A of 
ſome that profeſs to know Gop and the truth, or 
even ſome that preach in his name. As particularly 
the fearful and unbelieving, that will venture nothing 


in the cauſe of Chriſt. All ery out upon daſtardly 


generals or ſoldiers, as traitors to our civil intereſts, 
but is not a Goſpel ratified in the blood of our incar- 
nate Deity, at leaſt as dear? What ſhall we now think 
of them that oppoſe, contradict and blaſpheme the 
truth, and abuſe their learning to bring into contempt 
the maryellous plan of redeeming grace ? And what 


hall we now think of thoſe, that in their profeſſion or 


preaching, hide their principles, hover jn the dark, 
and the trumpet gives an uncertain ſound ? we might 
call thoſe Neutert if we were not aſſured that there were 


none ſuch in the cauſe of truth.“ He, ſays Chriſt, that 
is not with me, is againſt me; and he that gathereth 


not with me ſcattereth abroad.” Theſe are eaſily de- 
tected by only obſerying what company they keep, and 


vo are their choſen friends, if they profeſs the truth 
but go in company with enemies to it. If with them, every 


one that doth evil againſt the truth is good in the fight of 
the Lox, or they think the Logn delighteth in him; 
it is plain, Chriſt will ſpue them out of his mouth, for 


- double heart as well as a double tongue, the Lord ab- 


hors, Gal. ii. 18. For if I build again the things which | 


_ 4d ſtroyed, I make myſe If a a Trangreſfor, 


Second/y, The more tolerable ſort of enemies to the 
truth, are thoſe that are open and fo far honeſt iu their 


principles. They are (if we may ſo ſay) honeſtly de- 


ceived. Paul in his unregenierate ſtate, was ſuch an 
o2e, he verily thought with himſelf” that he ought to 
do mary things contrary to the name of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth. But we need no greater - proofs than Rom. is. 3. 


(me ori Zinal) * I did vill moſes, accnrſed, frog 
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ri bret hren my kinſmen according he 
05 74 — — far from chinging nt my weiden m_ 


An "kd the Jews ; that it was the habitual tem- 
per of my mind, to take my lot with them, and have no 
—_— Chriſt; which is virtually to be accurſed from 
And though we will not, as ſome, impudently ſay, 
Paul was a good man before he went to Damaſcus 3 
yet we allow him to have a manly ſoul, and to be in 2 
ſort, honeſtly a blaſphemer, a perſecuter, and injurious, 
really thinking he did Gop ſervice by killing his people. 
'To theſe, great gentleneſs, and tenderneſs are due from 
the chiloren of the truth. Tit. iii, 3. For due ourſelves 


were Jometimes fookſh, difebedient, decerved, &c. | | 


T. hirdly, Such ſpiritual blindneſs is no new thing 
under the Sun. Cain was as blind in bringing an offer- 
jng without blood, to make atonement for the Soul, 
And [/rael never found out the plan, Gop was going 
upon, in bringing them to Canaan, not for their righ- 
teouſneſs, nor by their own ſword and bow: but he 
deſigned to help his ſervant 3 in remembrance of ' 
his own mercy, P/al. cvi. 7. Our fathers underſtood 
not thy wonders in 975 . ſee Deut, xxix. 2, 3, 4. | 
hence the fa Je report 0 he land. Numbers 1 2th chapter. yl 

common in Iſßrael, A even his watchmen were | 
blind and ignorant men ? the ſeers hath he covered, 
how many now have no higher notion of the Lamb of 
God, than that he became a Saviour, that we might be 
gur own Saviours ? 


POE. — 


Fourthly, The children of- trath ſhould unite in it's 

defence, be true to Chriſt, and faithful with his ſaints. 

If any truth be attacked, run to the help of the Loxp, 

unite their lamentations, that truth is ſo fallen in our 

« ſtreets :” and as theſe doctrines are n glected, irre- 
ligion and all manner of impieties prevail among us. 

And may not all that wiſh well ro the charches, lift up 
their voice and weep, when they ſee ſo many run 
| belote J 


before they are ſent, and privily creep not only into the 
examined, and never ſent by Gop or man? We highly 


diſapprove this conduct in /ay-preachers, and then 8 
and imitate them; and is it not become in a manner, 


3 reading that holy book, to confute it, and readin 1 


that is in the world, Men may turn traitors, cowards,” > 
and what not; he that came to bear witneſs unto he 
truth will maintain it, and they that are with him are 
called, and choſen and faithful: all that fall on this ſtony”. 4 


good cauſe, and a good B1BLE, and bleſſed are your eyes 


come, foretold by the Apoſtle, when men vi not endure 
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church, but into che miniſtry, unawares, not ſolemnly 


common in ſome part of the cooury to fer men apart 
manner, as the ſervants af the moſt high 


| Goo, to | w unto men the way of Salvation without 
the leaſt. inquiry into their knowledge of the truth? af 


They ſays perhaps they believe — Bi BLE. So. do a 
Papiſts, Hua lers, 8c. as far as they like it. But maß 
not ſuch as lay on hands inquire into their ability to 


read the BrsLEk ; and whether they can ſind the divi- 


wet and ſatisfaction of Chriſt there, or not; or will they 
ainſt the word, fatisfadtion, becauſe not in the fs 
thy, methinks there - is ſome difterence betwint 


believe and practice. When the great Shepherd 
appear, we ſhall know whether this conduct agrees wrt, 1 
the charge he has left to lay hands ſuddenly on no man, 


and F OEM e 


themſelves pure. 


Fiftbly,. Truth i is in no danger, Great is de truth | 
and will prevail; greater is he that is in you than he 


of Iſrael ſhall be broken, but on' whomlocver it ſhall {| _- 


fall i will grind him 10 ponder,” 


. beſeech you 1 to ſuffer a word of er- 3 
hortation, and we have done... You have a good Gov, a ñĩ⁶ 


for they ſee, and your ears for they hear. The time is 


% „ 


pond dadrine. t will you allo 8 away? has not Grp 
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the words of eternal life ? Haye you not heard him | 
yourſelves, and do you not know that this is indeed the 
 Chrijt the Saviour of the world ? And that the Son of 

Boy is come and hath given you an underſtanding  : 

that you may know him that is true ? 1 John v. 20. 
never upon any conſideration, whatſoever, give up this 
heavenly charter. But abide-by- the truth ; and let 
pour hearts be ſettled in this, that the Gop that anſwer- 
eth by fire, is certainly God ; and that this is his truth, _ 
7 that is ſcaled up by the Holy Spirit, in the hearts of 
his diſciples, OP 25 3 


Be watchful then, and ſtrengthen the things that re- 
4 main that are ready to die. Remember how you have 
oy received, and heard, and hold faſt, and _ We 
cConclude with 1 Pet. v. 10, 11. But the Gop of all 1 
grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Chriſt 
' Jeſus, after that ye have ſuffered a while, make you per- 
ect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you ; to him be glory and © 
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